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Introduction: Since Russia's conflict with Ukraine, which began in late February
2014, international sanctions have been imposed by the United States, the
European Union (EU) and some other countries as well as international
organizations against Russia and Crimea including Russian individuals,
professional sectors, and officials. The extensive U.S. sanctions against Russia
have been imposed since 2014 after the Western-oriented government came to
power in Ukraine, and so far, Washington has imposed more than 75 packages of
economic and financial sanctions, as well as sanctions against Russian officials.
The European Union, following in the footsteps of the United States, has imposed
sanctions packages on Russia and still renews them every six months. Russia has
also imposed sanctions on a number of countries, including Australia, Canada,
Norway, Japan, the United States, and the European Union, regarding a complete
ban on food imports. According to a 2023 report by the World Trade Organization,
in 2022, Russia has shifted its import pattern to non-Western countries after
Western sanctions. Russia's climate limits its ability to produce some agricultural
products, making imports necessary to meet domestic demand. This is especially
true for tropical crops such as dates, which cannot be cultivated in Russia due to
its cold climate. As a result, Russia needs imports to supply its consumed dates.
According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO),
Russia does not have production statistics on the dates crop, and has become one
of the major markets for date imports in the world over recent years. By reviewing
the statistics of the FAO in different years, the main sources of date imports to
Russia are found to be Iran, Algeria, and Tunisia. It is expected that with the
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Western sanctions against Russia and its reciprocal action since 2014, the pattern
of consumer preferences in this country will change. Therefore, it is important to
study the rational behavior and preferences of Russian consumers towards
domestic or foreign goods because it deals with the impact of shocks and policies
in the form of structural failure or changes in people's preferences.

Materials and Methods: In this study, the sustainability and structural failure of
the Russian consumers' preferences for dates crops was investigated using a non-
parametric method based on the Weak Axiom of Revealed Preference (WARP),
Strong Axiom of Revealed Preference (SARP), and Generalized Axiom of
Revealed Preference (GARP) and the hypothesis was tested. In order to
investigate the sustainability of Russian consumers' behavior of dates, which is
reflected in the import of dates from Iran, Tunisia and Algeria, information about
the value and quantity of dates imports to Russia was obtained from the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAQO). Then, by dividing the
value of imports by volume of imports, the weighted average price of the Russian
dates imported from each of the mentioned trading partners was calculated. It
should be noted that the required information was available for Algeria from 2002
and for Iran until 2019, and also for Algeria and Tunisia until 2020. Therefore,
the study period was selected from 2002 to 2020.

Results and Discussion: The study results of the WARP indicated that out of 171
pairs of the studied baskets, there were violations in seven pairs. The study results
of the SARP and GARP indicated that out of 171 pairs of baskets studied, 132
violations were observed in the data. The calculated value of the Kruskal-Wallis

(K-W) test from 2016 onwards (2019) was greater than the critical vaIueZY at
the level of five percent, and the zero assumption of structural change in the year
in guestion was confirmed; and based on the WARP, there has been a structural
change in the preferences of date consumers in Russia. The final results of
calculating the K-W test based on the SARP and GARP showed that the structural
change had occurred. The occurrence of structural change in Russian consumer
preferences for the date commodity basket is not temporary due to a nonlinear
impulse, but it is caused by a real structural change in the preferences of
consumers in this country. The final results of calculating the W statistic based on
the SARP and GARP showed that the structural change had occurred. The
occurrence of structural change in Russian consumer preferences for the date
commodity basket is not temporary due to a nonlinear impulse, but it is caused by
a real structural change in the preferences of consumers in this country as well.
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Conclusion and Suggestions: The change in Russian consumers' preferences
about dates can be attributed to a combination of qualitative, marketing, and
logistic factors. Although there have been no direct scientific studies on the
preferences of date consumers in Russia, it can be seen that based on market
analyses of imported products, it can be seen that packaging, product quality, and
digital strategies play a pivotal role in attracting the customers. It is suggested that
the government form a special working group for important export products such
as dates, consisting of the Ministry of Agriculture-Jahad (MAJ), the Trade
Development Organization, and the Exporters' Union, to implement and compile
the necessary export standards in accordance with the needs of the Russian market
within a certain period of time, and also by establishing an export guarantee fund
with a specific initial capital to cover trade risks. and the launch of a specialized
digital platform for direct communication between producers and date buyers in
Russia. Success in the Russian market requires an integrated approach: from
choosing the type of dates and attractive packaging to meeting health requirements
and using digital tools. This strategy not only increases market share, but also
helps to stabilize the position of Iranian dates in the global supply chain.

Keywords: Dates, Generalized Axiom of Revealed Preference (GARP), Koo
Algorithm, Weak Axiom of Revealed Preference (WARP).
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